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Today’s Objectives

 Understand the Early Childhood Outcomes process
 Be aware of the information which is necessary to 

accurately complete the ratings when children 
enter into and exit  from early childhood special 
education services

 Know where to go to get more information about 
the outcomes process

Why are We Doing This?
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The Goal of Early Childhood Special 
Education

 ……to enable young children to be active and 
successful participants during the early childhood 
years and in the future in a variety of settings – in 
their homes with their families, in child care, in 
preschool or school programs and in the community

(from the Early Childhood 

Outcomes Center)

Driving Force for Data on Child Goals 
Comes from the Federal Level

 Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA)

 Program Assessment Rating Tool (PART)

 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

PART Evaluation Results

 130 programs examined in 2002: 50% of programs 
had no performance data

 Programs looked at inputs, not results

 Part C (birth-3) and 619 (3-5) had no long term child 
outcome goals or data. These programs were told 
they need to develop a strategy to collect annual 
performance data in a timely manner
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How OSEP Responded

 Required states to submit outcome data in their 
Annual Performance Report (APR)

 Funded the Early Childhood Outcomes Center (ECO) 
to do research, make recommendations and assist 
states

OSEP Reporting Requirements: The 
Outcomes

 Positive social emotional skills (including positive 
social relationships)

 Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills 
(including early language/communication and early 
literacy)

 Use of appropriate behaviors to meet their needs

Outcome 1-Children have Positive Social 
Relationships

 Involves:
* Relating with adults
* Relating with other children
* For older children, following rules related   

to groups or interacting with others
* Could include   

attachment/separation/autonomy
* Learning rules and expectations
* Social interactions and play
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Outcome 2-Children Acquire and Use 
Knowledge and Skills

 Involves
* Thinking and reasoning
* Remembering
* Problem solving
* Using symbols and language
* Understanding physical and social   

worlds
 Includes

* Early concepts-symbols, pictures, numbers
* Imitation
* Object permanence
* Expressive language and communication
* Early literacy

Outcome 3-Children Take Appropriate 
Action to Meet their Needs

 Involves
* Taking care of basic needs
* Getting from place to place
* Using tools (fork, toothbrush, crayon)
* In older children, contributing to their  
own health/safety

 Includes
* Integrating motor skills to complete tasks
* Self-help tasks (e.g., dressing, eating, 

grooming, toileting, household responsibility
* Acting on the world to get what one wants

Functional vs. Isolated Skills

Are:
 An integrated series of 

behaviors or skills that allow 
the child to achieve outcomes

 Emphasize how the child is able 
to integrate skills and behaviors 
across domains to carry out 
complex, meaningful behaviors

 Include things that are 
meaningful to the child in the 
context of everyday living

Are not:
 A single behavior
 The sum of a series of discrete 

trials
 Based on developmental 

domains (like many 
assessments)

 Trying to separate child 
development into discrete areas 
(e.g., gross motor, 
communication, cognition)
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Essential Knowledge for Completing the 
Child Outcome Summary form

Between them, team members must:

Know about the child’s functioning across settings 
and situations

Understand age expected child development

Understand the content of the three child 
outcomes

Know how to use the rating scale

Understand age expectations for child functioning 
within the child’s culture

APPLES VIDEO: ILLINOIS EARLY 
LEARNING 

CHILD OUTCOMES TRAINING
WWW.WIU.EDU/STARNET

Incorporating Families in the 
Process

Including Parents in the Rating Meeting

 Team Member
 Information Provider
 Parent input is critical – COS ratings rely on information 

about the functioning across situations and settings. 
 Participant in the COS rating discussion
 Encouraged, but not required.
 When included use decision tree &                                         

rating table without numerical rating values 
 Consumer
 Explain why the rating is being and what it means.
 Refer to Measuring Outcomes tri-fold
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When to Make Initial and Final Determinations and 
Complete the Summary Form?

 Upon enrollment into the district for early 
childhood special education services (45 calendar 
days allowed to determine the ratings) 

 When the child exits early childhood special 
education (if moving to a new district EC program, 
you forward records to the new district-do not 
complete an exit rating)

 In the rare situation where Kinder age children 
remain in an early childhood placement when they 
are Kindergarten age, discuss and determine exit 
ratings as close to their sixth birthday as possible

The Question at Entry:

 For each of the 3 outcome areas, to what extent does 
this child show age appropriate functioning, across a 
variety of settings and situations, for this outcome

The Questions at Exit:

 In each of the 3 outcome areas, to what extent does 
this child show age appropriate functioning, across a 
variety of settings and situations, for this outcome

 Has the child shown ANY new skills or behaviors 
related to this outcome since the last outcome 
summary



7

What are We Looking For?

 The summary form is NOT an assessment tool-it 
summarizes information from various data sources, 
including results from assessment tools, parent input 
and observation

 The rating reflects a GLOBAL sense of the child’s 
functioning

The Who and the How

 The child’s team, including professionals and family 
members, provides input into rating the child’s 
functioning in each of the three outcome areas on a 
seven point scale

 Assessment data includes multiple sources of 
information so the child’s functioning can be 
considered across settings and situations

Essential Elements to Completing the 
Process

 At entry into Early Childhood Special Education Services, the team gathers 
information about the child’s current functioning in the  three Outcomes areas, 
using research based assessment tools, parent report and observations of the 
child in a variety of settings

 As a team, a rating is assigned to describe the child’s development in respect to 
typically developing children of that same age: 7-1

 This data is entered onto SIS
 Upon exit from Early Childhood Special Education Services, the team again 

gathers and considers the child’s current functioning in the 3 outcomes areas, 
assigns a rating number to describe the child’s current development in respect 
to typically developing children, assigns a rating number 7-1, and discusses if 
the child made progress towards the three Outcomes

 Enter data into SIS

 For students who receive ECSE services for less than six months: Determine an 
entry rating as for all students. If the child exits with less than 6 months of 
service, use the same ratings at exit- SIS will sort them out. This will avoid 
getting an error message
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The Decision Tree

How Foundational Skills Lead to Age-
Expected Functioning

Age Expected 
Functioning

Immediate 
Foundational Skills

Foundational Skills
Foundational Skills
Foundational Skills
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Foundational Skills

Immediate Foundational   

Skills

• The set of skills and 
behavior that occur 
developmentally just prior 
to age expected 
functioning

• They are the basis on 
which to build age 
expected functioning

Foundational Skills

• Child’s skills are like those 
of a MUCH younger child 
and don’t nearly meet  age 
expectations

• The child does not yet 
have skills at the 
immediate foundational 
level

The Rating Scale

COS Rating of 7- Completely

 The child shows behaviors and skills expected in 
ALL or ALMOST ALL  everyday situations that are 
a part of the child’s life: home, store, park, 
childcare, with strangers, etc.

 The child’s functioning is considered appropriate 
for his/her age

 No one has significant concerns about the child’s 
functioning in this outcome area
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COS Rating of 6 - Between Completely 
and Somewhat

 The child’s functioning generally is considered 
appropriate for his/her age

 But there are some significant concerns about the 
child’s functioning in this outcome area

COS Rating of 5 - Somewhat

 This child shows functioning expected for his/her 
age some of the time and/or in some situations

 The child’s functioning is a mix of age-appropriate 
and not appropriate functioning

 The child’s functioning might be described as like 
that of a slightly younger child

COS Rating of 4 -
Between a 5 and a 3

 Child shows some age-appropriate functioning some 
of the time or in some situations or settings but most 
of the child’s functioning would be described as not 
yet age appropriate

 The child’s functioning might be described as like 
that of a younger child
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COS Rating of 3 - Emerging

 The child does not yet show functioning expected of 
a child his/her age in any situation

 The child’s behaviors and skills include immediate 
foundational skills on which to build age appropriate 
functioning

 The child’s functioning might be described as like 
that of a younger child

COS Rating of 2 -
Between 3 and 1

 The child does not yet show functioning expected 
of a child his/her age in any situation

 The child’s behaviors and skills does have the 
immediate foundational skills in which to build 
age-appropriate functioning but these are not 
displayed very often

 The child’s functioning might be described as like 
that of a younger or even much younger child

COSF Rating of 1- Not Yet

 The child does not yet show functioning expected 
of a child his/her age in any situation

 The child’s skills and behaviors also do not yet 
include any immediate foundational skills on 
which to build age-appropriate functioning

 The child’s functioning might be described as like 
that of a much younger child

 Children with 1 ratings still have skills, just not yet 
at an immediate foundational level
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OSEP Reporting Categories

Percentage of children who:
a. Did not improve functioning
b. Improved functioning, but not sufficient to move 

nearer to functioning compatible to same age 
peers

c. Improved functioning to a level nearer to same-
aged peers but did not reach it

d. Improved functioning to reach a level 
comparable to same-aged peers

e. Maintained functioning at a level comparable to 
same aged peers
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Key Point

Early Childhood Outcomes Center

37

 The OSEP categories describe types of 
progress children can make between entry 
and exit

 Two COSF ratings (entry and exit) are 
needed to calculate what OSEP category 
describes a child progress

How Changes in Ratings on the COS Correspond to 
Reporting Categories  a - e

Early Childhood Outcomes Center

38

e. % of children 
who maintain
functioning at a 
level 
comparable to 
same-aged 
peers

Rated 6 or 7 at 
entry; AND

Rated 6 or 7 at 
exit

Early Childhood Outcomes Center 39

Entry Exit
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How Changes in Ratings on the COS Correspond to 
Reporting Categories  a - e

Early Childhood Outcomes Center

42

d. % of children 
who improve 
functioning to 
reach a level 
comparable to 
same-aged peers

Rated 5 or 
lower at 
entry; AND

Rated 6 or 7 
at exit
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How Changes in Ratings on the COS Correspond to 
Reporting Categories  a - e

Early Childhood Outcomes Center

44

c.  % of children 
who improved 
functioning to a 
level nearer to 
same aged 
peers, but did 
not reach it

Rated higher at 
exit than entry; 
AND

Rated 5 or 
below at exit

Early Childhood Outcomes Center 45

Entry Exit
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Early Childhood Outcomes Center 46

Entry Exit

How Changes in Ratings on the COS Correspond to 
Reporting Categories  a - e

Early Childhood Outcomes Center

47

b.  % of children 
who improved
functioning, but 
not sufficient to 
move nearer to 
same aged peers

Rated 5 or lower 
at entry; AND

Rated the same or 
lower at exit; 
AND

 “Yes” on the 
progress question 
(b)

Early Childhood Outcomes Center 48

Entry Exit
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Early Childhood Outcomes Center 49

Entry Exit

Early Childhood Outcomes Center 50

Entry Exit

Early Childhood Outcomes Center 51

Entry Exit
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How Changes in Ratings on the COS Correspond to 
Reporting Categories  a - e

Early Childhood Outcomes Center

52

a. % of children who did 
not improve
functioning

 Rated lower at exit 
than entry; OR

 Rated 1 at both entry 
and exit; AND

 Scored “No” on the 
progress question (b)

Early Childhood Outcomes Center 53

Entry Exit

Early Childhood Outcomes Center 54

Entry Exit
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P R O F I L E S
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R I T E R I A 1 . A S P X

Your Data and How to Find It

Resources

 Age expected milestones resources: 
http://www.fpg.unc.edu/~eco/assets/pdfs/Age-
expected_Resources.pdf 

 Training resources on ECO - http://www.fpg.unc.edu/~eco/

 Illinois State Board of Education: 
http://www.isbe.net/earlychi/html/ec_speced_outcomes.htm

 STAR NET Region II: 224-366-8579

 STAR NET Region V: 773-553-5596

Keeping our eye on 

the prize: 

High quality

services for children 

and families that will 

lead to good 

Outcomes!


