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Illinois Alliance of Administrators of Special Education 

BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday • August 3, 2016• 10:00 A.M. 

Crowne Plaza Springfield 

Springfield, IL 
 

 

I. Call to Order/Roll Call                                                  Frost/Patrick 

The meeting called to order at 10:04 am. Members present included: 

 

Blackburn 

Brim 

Brosseau 

Cannon-

Janettas 

Carrescia 

Clarke 

Clodi 

Conway 

Daugherty 

Dean 

deGruy 

Flores 

Frost 

Furbush 

Girten 

Gunnell 

Hackett 

Hartnett 

Hogan 

Jordan 

Kendrick 

Lenoff, E. 

Lenoff, L. 

McGuffin 

Michaud 

Moore 

Neville 

Olsen 

O’Neil 

Padavic 

Patrick 

Price 

Reely 

Reuter 

Rubenstein 

Scroggs 

Shank 

Smith 

Swan-

Gravatt 

Taylor 

Volpe, J. 

Volpe, M. 

Wertheim  

Zajac 

Bellini 

Rodick 

Gerrish 

 

Attending remotely via Go to Meeting:  None 

 

II. Adoption of Agenda                               Frost 

Frost presented the agenda with a recommendation to make a revision by adding the report from 

the Governor’s Office to address the Education Funding Reform Committee to the President’s 

report so committee members could present their report and then leave to attend the stakeholder’s 

meeting.  Shank moved and Hackett seconded the motion to accept the agenda with the 

adjustments in order of presentation. Motion carried. 

 

 

III.  Welcome and Introduction of Visitors                            Frost

     

Frost welcomed visitors who then introduced themselves. Present:

Acord, Jennifer 

Belotti, Ellen 

Boyens, Judy 

Brecht, Gus 

Burgener, Terry 

Carwell, Ken 

Cherullo, Ernest 

Clark, Cassie 

Clarke, Megan 

Cross, Marilyn 

Dean, Karoline 

Edwards, Doug 

Eichhorn, Barb 

Elliott, Kristin 

Furlong, Monica 

Garver, Gwen 

Gehring, Sue 

Hamlin, Pattie 

Harris, I. 

Hopper, Christy 

James, Cynthia 

Jones, Beth 

Kaczmarek, Sue 

Keefe, Elizabeth 

Keenan, Liz 

Latman, Robin 

Lenger, Messina 

Lybarger, Matt 

Maladra, Karen 

Morris, Donna 

Mursu, Jennifer 

Nichols, LaVonda 

Noble, Mike 

O’Brien, Laurel 

Pearcy, Jan 

Peeler, Rella 

Pennell, Chris 

Potempa, Monica 

Purcell, Jacob 

Quain, Debra 

Rahm, Laura 

Root, Carol 

Rossiter, Sharon 

Sanders, Cindy 

Schrader, Christan 

Schuett, Aubree 

Schultz, Carol 

Skentzos, Nora 

Smith, Rose 

Sover, Sally 

Tomasiewicz, 

Kathy 

Wilhoit, Kathy 

Williams, Michael 

Wolf, Kevin 

Zegley, Peggy 

 

Attending remotely via Go to Meeting: None 
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IV. A.     Approval of Minutes from April 12, 2016 Executive Board Meeting                 Patrick                                           
A motion to approve the April 12, 2016 Executive Board meeting minutes was made by 

Taylor and seconded by Michaud. Motion carried. 

                                              

V. Treasurer’s Report                            Daugherty                                                    

A. April, May, June Financial Reports 

Daugherty welcomed everyone. He let them know that the financials included three 

months of financial reports. Current balance is about $10,000 less than a year ago.  This 

reduction was anticipated. As we started the year we knew we were going to spend more 

than we took in.  The anticipated amount was $52,000.  It ended up being around $9,000.  

Daugherty mentioned that the reports are in the board packets. He reminded the group 

that there is a budget deficit expected for this fiscal year. The current August accounts 

show that the balance is currently lower than in some months, which is not unusual for 

this time of year. Daugherty made it clear that he has no concerns about the organization’s 

current financial status. A motion to accept the reports, as presented, was made by Shank 

and seconded by Flores. Motion carried. 

 

B. Proposed Budget FY2017             

The FY17 proposed budget was presented.  Daugherty explained the changes in the 

proposed budget.  Additional revenues are expected from conferences this year.  

Predicted differences in expenses are all normal.  Our spending plan for FY17 is a little 

less than FY16.  We anticipate $42,000 less than we take in.  The board was given an 

opportunity to ask questions. 

 

A motion was made by Kendrick and seconded by deGruy to accept the proposed budget.  

Motion carried. 

                    

VI. President’s Report                               Frost

                                              

Governor’s Office on Education (moved forward on agenda)  

Scroggs updated contact with Dr. Purvis.  He will be attending the meeting immediately 

after leaving the board meeting.  Information will be presented on funding forms from 

different states.  They are working to get IAASE members on committees.  Dr. Purvis 

will be attending the Fall IAASE conference. 

Bellini - Dr. Purvis will be laying groundwork for meeting today.  Best practice in school 

funding forms will be discussed.  Dr. Tony Smith will be at meeting. 

Legislative update- Platform will be held next month. Judy Hackett will be working with 

group on Friday, September 9th in Bloomington.  Hackett continues to advocate that 

IAASE has a voice in legislation. 

 

A. Passing of the Gavel/Plaque Presentation   The gavel was presented by Melissa Taylor 

to Lea Anne Frost.  Taylor encouraged Frost to place the gavel in a prominent place in 

her office. 

 

B. Membership Update 

Frost reported that membership currently stands at 600 members compared to 654 last 

year at the same time. 

 

C. Welcome New Region Representatives  

Conway introduced the new Region Representatives. She shared that the regions are 

implementing two awards for each region.  Additional information will be sent from the 

region representatives.  Conway encouraged everyone to contact legislators concerning 
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issues.  Regional trainings throughout the state were offered in the past.  Last year 

Facilitated IEP Training was offered.  Additional regional trainings will be a 

consideration for the coming year.  The region representatives will meet on Wednesday, 

September 28, 2016 prior to the board meeting.  Everyone was encouraged to contact 

their region representatives if they have ideas for trainings.   

Region 1 – Michael Volpe & Christine Putlak 

Region 2 – Crystal Swan-Gravatt & Kimberly Moore 

Region 3 - Dawn Michaud & Andrea Harnett 

Region 4 - Kris Dean & Elizabeth DeGruy 

Region 5 - Susan Price & Martha Blackburn 

Region 6 – Kimberly Byars and Jami Hodge 

Region 7 - Anthony Orrico 

 

D. New Board Assignments, Liaison Positions, Board Roster 

President Frost asked all board members to introduce themselves including the position 

they hold on the IAASE board.  She also introduced three guests: Dr. Kate Foley - new 

Illinois State Director of Special Education and Assistant Superintendent of Specialized 

Instruction Nutrition and Wellness at the Illinois State Board of Education, David Andel 

– ISBE Division Administrator, and Tim Imler – ISBE Funding and Disbursement. 

 

E. Board Meeting Schedule - Membership Brochure 

Frost shared the new IAASE brochure and encouraged everyone to review and utilize 

the new brochure which includes the new Vision and Mission statement. 

 

F. Committee Sign-up Opportunity 

Frost pointed out that there was a plastic bin at the sign-in table.  Everyone was 

encouraged to complete an interest form if they would like to be involved on a committee 

 

G. CASE Legislative Summit – IAASE members who attended the CASE legislative 

summit shared their impressions and experiences with legislators. 

 

H. Fiscal Agent – The new fiscal agent for IAASE is NSSEO. IAASE thanked Dr. Judy 

Hackett for allowing her coop to act as our fiscal agent. 

 

VII. President Elect’s Report                                                                           Rubenstein 

 

A. Fall Workshop Report 
Rubenstein stated that conference registration was down.  He did not feel that it was too 

concerning.  The fall pre-conference workshop will be focused on Senate Bill 100 and 

Restorative Justice.  There are currently 82 registrants for the fall conference workshop.   

 

 

B.  Fall Conference Report 
Rubenstein reported that the 2016 fall conference registration is currently 276.  Last year 

at this point we were at 328.  Speakers for the event were announced and background 

given.  ESPED and Roddick will sponsor the social hour.  Sponsors are being sought for 

coffee breaks.  We currently have over 40 vendors. There were a number of excellent 

presentation proposals.  Legal presenters are focusing on topics that members indicated 

an interest in.  New attorneys will be presenting and joining the panel.  The program 

committee will be meeting after the board meeting.  Everyone was invited to attend. 
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VIII. Past President’s Report                                                                                  Taylor 

 

A. Call for Nominations for Vuillemot Award and Ott Scholarship  
Taylor shared her role and responsibilities.  She asked everyone to think of someone they 

admire and would consider for the Larry Vuillemot Award and encouraged nominations 

for the award.  The other award is the Ott Scholarship.  The scholarship award is $500 to 

help someone attending advanced coursework. 

 

Taylor introduced the possibility of offering regional awards.  Each region would give a 

Regional Leadership and Trail Blazer award.  The recipients would then be entered into 

the running for state recognition for Trail Blazer.  The regional leaders would be 

considered for the Vuillemot.  Elliot Lenoff indicated that it would require a motion. 

 

Michaud made the motion to create the two regional awards. Daugherty seconded. 

Motion carried.  The current written description for these awards will need to be updated 

and posted. 

           

 IX. Illinois State Board of Education Report                 Andel/Foley                                      

 

Andel introduced Dr. Kate Foley and Mr. Tim Imler. 

 

Imler encouraged everyone to attend GATA session this afternoon.  He indicated that the 

past fiscal year was like none other. Imler explained that the Federal award requires the 

state to have enacted a state budget.  There is not the ability to distribute Federal awards 

until a budget is enacted.  The vehicle to distribute is now in place. 

GATA - all appropriations have been duplicated for FY17.  There will be proration across 

all mandated categorical.  Orphanage will be paid at 100%. 

Imler recognizes the frustration of the GATA process.  The federal rule was adopted and 

applied to all state grants.  We are the first state to do so.  Make sure to read weekly 

message.   Imler went into detail on the registration process.  He explained that the 

process will be annual.  There is a status report on ISBEs website.  He directed everyone 

to the Grantee Status report. Imler assured everyone the IDEA money will be coming 

once everything is approved and completed.  Everyone was encouraged to submit Grants 

and have everything ready to be approved.  If your grant is submitted by September 1st 

you will have a July 1 start date.  Anything submitted after September 1 will have a later 

date. 

 

NOSA - is not ready for publication.  Risks that were determined will be loaded into the 

NOSA system.  If you are medium or high risk, you will have a risk condition. ISBE is 

trying to determine how to address the elevated risks.  95% of the applications have some 

level of risk.  You must accept the risk agreement in order to receive grant approval.  

Provision for one month of advance funding is available.   

 

I-Star - Has been a long time coming.  Imler asked everyone to be patient.  He thanked 

all pilot participants for the constructive feedback.  Attempts have been made to make 

the system similar to IePoint.  Harrisburg will conduct training for everyone.  He 

encouraged everyone to attend the I-Star trainings.  Once you are trained, you will export 

data to ISBE.  ISBE will then import your data.  Hold off on administrative permissions.  

They will be handled in I-Star.  The biggest issue is there is a direct link between SIS and 

I-Star.  Students have to be enrolled in SIS.  You will need to work with SIS 

Administration. Kim Moore explained that the I-Star system as a pilot.  She indicated 

that it is extremely important to have open communication with SIS administration. 
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New deadlines for data entry will be coming for this year. There will no longer be 

transmission dates. December 1 will be closed sooner than ever before.  December 1 

child count will end at the end of January.  Everyone must be in by that date. 

 

David Andel – provided several updates.  A complete copy of his talking points is 

available on the IAASE page. 

 Andel touched upon State Determinations - Illinois Meets Requirement 

 Results driven Accountability through OSEP - Universal, Targeted, and Intense 

 Intense Level - Results and Fiscal - LEA MOE, Excess Cost, LEA Allocations, and Fiscal 
Monitoring 

 OSEP will be coming on sight  

 16/17 Directors Planning Calendar has been released 

 Monitoring - 5A - Districts will be selected in mid-August 

 LRE Data Co-Hort 7 - Will be provided.  Districts interested in the process.  Districts that 
are within 5 points of target are eligible.  Those with greater discrepancy are eligible for 
Focused Monitoring. 

 The IEP component is available.  It is free.  It eliminates double entry 

 Deviation Applications have been updated. 

 IL MTTS - RFP has been withdrawn ISBE will be working on developing.  Discretionary 
IDEA grant has been awarded while plan is being developed. 

 Indicator 1 - Aged out students will not count as drop outs.  Districts will not be 
penalized for the dropout rate.   

 Indicator 13 - Updated Transition information has been posted.  

 Assess for PARCC and has been included. 

 Administrator for Special School - Qualification Type 75 or Director of Special Education 
and LBS1 - are being addressed in  

 Over 580 registrants for the Directors Conference.  A brief description of the conference 
was provided. 

 QR code in the program.  You will be able to complete survey to print  

 July 19th, 20th, and 21st - Held for Director's Conference for July 2017 

 Dr. Shank requested direction on how to follow up on EI and EC.  She asked for David 
Andel to provide clarification.   

 

Frost thanked the ISBE attendees for being present and sharing information.  She 

reiterated the focus is on continuing a collaborative relationship. 

 

X. Member-At-Large-Report                                                          Conway 

 

Conway reported that region reps met the morning of the board meeting.  She encouraged 

everyone to try to move forward with recognizing individuals.     

Frost reminded everyone the importance of contacting legislators concerning important 

issues. She indicated that there would be opportunity to provide training regionally.  If 

you have a suggestion for a training topic please contact your region representatives.  

Conway thanked everyone for the support they give the region representatives. 

 

   

XI. Region Reports 

 E. Region Five                                                        Blackburn/Price 

Price reported on the mentoring breakfast to be held on October 20th.  The breakfast will 

include a panel of directors and will be hosted in O'Fallon.  Price invited everyone to 

attend. 
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XII.       Committee Reports  

A. Assessment Committee               Olsen/Jordan 

 Jordan and Olsen discussed the issues with DLM.  They will be working with the state 

concerning vendor issues.  They are hoping to rectify the situations with DLM and 

moving forward in a positive direction.  SAT language is being developed.  They are 

asking for representatives from SAT to come to the IAASE fall meeting to provide 

additional direction.  The conversations are focused on what is the impact of ESSA.  The 

committee is working hard and having discussions with the ISBE to determine how we 

advocate for more balanced assessment and accessibility for our students. 

 

Break for lunch at 11:49 Return at 12:30 

A. Federal Committee                           Gunnell/Brim 

Gunnell shared a few hi-lights from the DC trip.  He indicated that the team was very 

busy.  Gunnell also announced that Hackett has been elected to a three-year term as a 

Governing Board member of the American Association of School Administrators and 

was also in Washington D.C. advocating on behalf of students with disabilities and their 

families.  There were several memorable moments.  They met with 13 legislators.  

Individuals met with Durbin’s aide and with Senator Kirk.  Lea Anne shared that the 

meeting with Dold was very positive.  Meeting with Robin Kelly was also a very positive 

experience.  The conversations went well when the legislators recognized the number of 

members IAASE has.  Rubenstein indicated that the membership form includes option 

for members to list home addresses.  This information will be used to provide legislators 

with the information they need concerning constituents.  

 

Gunnell provided a recommended list of readings and legislative recommendations 

including: 

 RtI - Nothing new for IL 

 Part C to Part B - The district and parent can agree to use ISFP from age 3 - 5.  It is 

critical that they both agree to this. 

 Students in Nursing Homes - FAPE must be provided to students. 

 Dear Colleague - ADHD if team determines that medical evaluation needs to be 

completed, the district is responsible for paying. 

 John King letter - Provides State Guidance 

 Resource Guide on ADHD - Review same 3 questions. Restatement of what team should 

be doing for 504.  Organized process. -504 Eligibility - Look at how impacts life 

functions.  No adverse impact on learning, does not address the areas of concentration, 

and organization. Resource guide is available  

 Gunnell shared a non-regulatory guidance resource on homeless.  Provides what needs 

to be done at all levels.   

 Homebound Guidance on Funding and Disbursement page on ISBE.  Complete 

Legislative reports are posted in the Executive Board Packet.  

 

F. Legislative Committee               T. Thomas/Hackett/Bellini 

 Hackett reported that the committee would be holding a FY17 platform committee 

meeting on September 9th in Bloomington, IL. 

 

 

 

XIII. Ad Hoc Committee Reports 

A. Teacher and Principal Evaluation/Growth Models                Shank/Conway/Lenoff 
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Shank stated that she was going to combine the Personnel Certification and Licensure 

Committee report.  She indicated that Senate Bill 2440 was put in place to allow School 

Support Personnel to enter Principal programs under Part 30 with four years of 

experience.  To be a Director of Special Education you need four years of experience.  

She explained that non-regulatory guidance on Senate Bill 7 can be found on the PEAC 

website.  L. Lenoff shared information that the most recent newsletter LINK published 

by ISBE and posted on the IAASE website listed incorrect information related to the 

number of years of experience required and so the newsletter was deleted from the 

website.  

 

Conway updated the board on the PEAC extension.  It was proposed, but is currently on 

hold.  They are in the process of determining what type of support will need to be 

provided in the future.  Documentation for guidance is being reviewed.  Website is being 

cleaned up. Virtual PERA coach document is coming out August 4th.  Shows time line 

for this year.  Some of the districts have volunteered to share information on procedure 

and process.  Shank indicated that HQ is now eliminated through ESSA.  ISBE will not 

be looking at HQ this year. 

 

CEEDAR 

The majority of the group supports current license structure and standards.  The group is 

to be taking the information back to stake holders.  The backup proposal is still on the 

table.  It does not appear to have support of the group to move forward.  The backup 

proposal splits the license into individual general curriculum and individualized 

independence curriculum.  The next step will involve the report from the committee to 

be sent to the ISBE.  The report will maintain the history and recommendations. 

 

Standards - Higher Ed would be well served by using the CEC guide rather than the IL 

standards.  CEC requires field experience appropriate to the license.  Illinois is silent.  

Taylor stated that Andel would appreciate a letter from IAASE indicating what they will 

be able to support.  David Andel indicated there would be additional committees formed.   

 

XIV. Liaison Reports 

E. Due Process Screening Committee                                                      Padavic 

Currently there are nine due process hearing officers.  They typically hear 30 - 40 cases. 

5 or 6 typically go to due process. 

L. Illinois Principals Association                                             Carter 

 Carter was unable to attend.  Her report was included in the board packet. 

M. Illinois Special Education Leadership Academy                                              Flores 

            SELA committee will be meeting today.  Planning two-drive around workshops with a 

focus on transition and leadership.  The regions will be focusing on new administrators 

and mentoring.  SELA is planning to support IAASE pre-conferences. SELA will have 

a table at the fall conference.  New administrators will receive a gift if they stop by. 

R. SEA-PAC*                                                                             Michaud/Jordan 

 Jordan reported that we currently have 2 SEA-PAC members.  She brought 

information about why it is important to join SEA-PAC.  She asked for people to 

recommend candidates.  She encouraged everyone to join. 

 

 

 

 

           

XV. Legal Updates          
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A. Legal Update                                                             Rodick 
Rodick welcomed everyone back.  He reported on the legal updates (his report is on the 

IAASE website). He indicated ADHD guidance is going to improve what school districts 

provide for student support.  OCR will be focusing on the area of student supports in the 

future.   

 

Rodick highlighted several cases related to student discipline.  He anticipates litigation 

will be increasing as school districts attempt to follow Senate Bill 100. 

 

Transgender issue - 13 states are suing the federal government. There is deep frustration 

over OCR and their overreaching guidance.  It is important that you as a 

district/cooperative know where you stand.  Individuals can't make standalone decisions.  

It is important to have a process in place that avoids individuals making determinations. 

He indicated administrators should be on the lookout for model gender support 

documents or plans.  If you have a parent that brings a gender support plan, give it to 

legal counsel.  Children's Hospital is also distributing a plan.   

 

DOE - Letter when parents bring attorney to an IEP meeting.  General rule is you cannot 

delay the meeting without agreement of both parties.  Schools are currently having issues 

with the attorney/advocates who don't attend the IEP as an attorney. 

 

Residency Issues - BOE has now lost the authority to determine if a child resides in your 

district.  Press Plus is coming out with new policy.    

               

XVI. Unfinished Business 
There was no unfinished business brought forward.                                      

 

XVII. New Business 

There was no new business. 

                                               

XVIII. Announcements - None 

  

XX. Adjournment 
O’Neil made the motion to adjourn the meeting, with Taylor providing a second. The meeting 

was adjourned at 1:40 p.m. 

 

 

 

NEXT IAASE BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Tinley Park Conference Center 

Tinley Park, IL 

10:00 AM – 2:30 PM 


