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Illinois Alliance of Administrators of Special Education 

BOARD MEETING/ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
Wednesday • August 5, 2015 • 10:00 A.M. 

Crowne Plaza Springfield 

Springfield, Illinois 
 

 

I. Call to Order/Roll Call                                                    Taylor/Brim 
The meeting called to order at 10:02 am. Members present included: 

 

Ashby 

Brim 

Brosseau 

Byars 

Cannon-

Janettas 

Clodi 

Conway 

Daugherty 

Dean 

DeGruy 

Flores 

Frost 

Girten 

Hackett 

Hodge 

Hogan 

Johnson 

Kendrick 

Lenoff, E. 

Lenoff, L. 

Michaud 

Moore 

Nelson  

Nevilla 

Padavic 

Patrick 

Putlak 

Reuter 

Root 

Rubenstein 

Scroggs 

Shank 

Shutter 

Szekely 

Taylor 

Thomas  

Volpe, J. 

Volpe, M. 

Wertheim, G. 

Wertheim, J. 

Rodick 

Gerrish 

 

Attending remotely via Go to Meeting:  None 

 
 

 

II. Adoption of Agenda                                                 Taylor    
Michaud moved and Patrick seconded the motion to accept the agenda. Motion carried. 
 

 

III.  Welcome and Introduction of Visitors                                 Taylor 
Taylor welcomed visitors who then introduced themselves. Present: 

 

Baker, Leuwania 

Brecht, August 

Burgener, Terry 

Cartell, Ken 

Clark, Cassie 

Cumblad, Carla 

Doughty, Jeremy 

Dunker, Kristin  

(Bartelt) 

Eichhorn, Barb 

Elliott, Kristin 

Ernst, Jennifer 

Gehring, Sue 

Gregory, Jane 

Gwinup, George 

Hopper, Christy 

Humphrey, Ellen 

Imhoff, Sarah 

Jordan, Bonnie 

Jones, Beth 

Keefe, Elizabeth 

Lasiewicki, Peg 

Latman, Robin 

Lynch, Kelly 

Maladra, Karen 

Malone, Jon 

McNeal, Lori 

Moore, Barb 

Morris, Donna 

Mursu, Jennifer 

Nichols, LaVonda 

O’Brien, Laurel 

Pearcy, Jan 

Pennell, Chris 

Purell, Jacob 

Quain, Debi 

Rodriguez, Sergio 

Rossiter, Sharon 

Rotramel, Debbie 

Sanders, Cynthia 

Schrader, Christan 

Schuett, Aubree 

Sover, Sally 

Trone, Melanie 

Wilhoit, Kathy 

Zajac, Angela 

 

Attending remotely via Go to Meeting: None 

 

 
 

IV. A. Approval of Minutes from May 20, 2015 Executive Board Meeting                                              Brim  
A motion to approve the May 20

th
 Executive Board meeting minutes was made by Daugherty and 

seconded by Flores. Motion carried. 

 
                                              

V. Treasurer’s Report                                                                      Daugherty 

A. May and June Financial Reports 

Daugherty briefly discussed the financial reports for May and June.  Expenditures exceeded revenues in 

the past couple of months due to some new expenditures (specifically for the new lobbyist position). He 

explained that it is nothing of concern at this point. There were no questions and no discussion. A motion 

to accept the reports was made by Shank and seconded by Hogan. Motion carried. 

 

B. Proposed Budget FY2016 

Daugherty reported on the draft budget for FY16. This draft was given out initially at the May meeting. 

Two points were made – first, the budget is not balanced, which is unusual. However, due to hiring the 

new lobbyist, there is a deficit of approximately $50,000. Because our monthly cash balance is typically 

fairly high, this shouldn’t be an issue. The Finance Committee will, however, be looking at this situation 
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as the deficit will ultimately need to be addressed. Second, there are budget changes for region budgets 

and for the area related to the lobbyist. No other major changes to the proposed budget. Shank asked 

about what whether there was money made in the spring conference in the past. Daughterly said we have 

actually lost money on the spring conference in the past. Shank expressed concern about the deficit. 

 

Daugherty also explained that we have had fairly high cash balances over the years. At some point there 

was some concern about this balance as IAASE is a non-profit organization. Member dues were lowered 

at some point. He reiterated that for now the deficit is not a concern as long as it’s addressed at some 

point down the road. 

 

A motion was made by Frost and seconded by Kendrick to approve the FY16 budget.  

 
                    

VI. President’s Report                                                 Taylor 

                                          

A. Membership Update 

Taylor reported that membership currently stands at 660 members. Membership resets on July 1
st
. This is 

46 members ahead of last year at this time. She reminded everyone to make sure they rejoin. Taylor also 

reminded everyone about the logowear that will be available online soon. 

 

B. Welcome New Region Representatives 

Taylor reported that there are several new region representatives including Dana Ashby (Region 3), Kim 

Byars (Region 6), Jami Hodge (Region 6) and Kim Moore (Region 2). 

 

C. New Board Assignments 

Taylor shared that there are several changes, related to committee and liaison positions, on the IAASE 

board. Judy Hackett will be co-chair of the legislative committee. Kevin Rubenstein and Jimmy Gunnell 

have become co-chairs of the federal committee. Scott Hogan is now co-chair of the planning committee. 

Dawn Michaud will replace Sue Carrescia as liaison to SEA-PAC and Carrescia will take over as liaison 

to CEC/ICEC. 

 

D. Liaison Positions 

Taylor discussed the fact that there are a number of liaison positions for the IAASE board. She said that 

there are times when there is a need for more liaison positions. Taylor suggested that an ad hoc 

committee be formed to look at the liaison positions to see if there is a  need for all the positions and will 

report in September. Kendrick, Frost, Shank, and Szekely volunteered to serve on the committee. 

 

E. Board Roster and Membership Brochure  

Taylor reported that there is a new roster and brochure included in board packet. 

 

F. CASE Legislative Summit 

Taylor reported that she had asked last May about going to the legislative summit and trying to get more 

members to go. This summer there were several more members who attended including Clodi, Wertheim, 

Hogan, and Rubenstein. There were 13 different appointments at the summit that members of the group 

were able to attend. Clodi reported that it was a great experience talking to legislators about the needs of 

special education. Hogan shared that it was surprising how little some of the legislators knew about 

special education. Wertheim was impressed that they were able to meet with them face to face. Clodi also 

mentioned that this experience will hopefully lead to a continued relationship with local legislators. 

Rubenstein talked about meeting with OSEP representatives and asking them to come to the IAASE fall 

conference. There was a discussion about MOE and the potential for more flexibility with exceptions in 

the future. There were also discussions about indicators and how small numbers of students can 

potentially cause issues for districts. Graduation rates were also discussed. Taylor mentioned that a 

representative from OSEP did confirm that he could come to the fall conference. Finally, Taylor once 

again invited others to attend the summit in the future. She also reminded everyone that the CEC national 

conference will be in St. Louis this year in April. People who volunteer to assist at the conference can get 

a discount on conference fees. 

 

G. Fiscal Agent  

Taylor reported that this topic would be discussed in closed session in detail. She stated that Kendall 

County Cooperative has always been the IAASE fiscal agent. IAASE employees are actually paid by the 

cooperative. However, indications are that the cooperative will dissolve in the near future. 
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H. Tax Exempt Status 

Taylor stated that IAASE has been denied tax exempt status. More discussion will take place in closed 

session. 

 

I. CEEDAR 

Taylor reported that the CEEDAR project, funded by ISBE, needs a designated IAASE member to be 

part of the project. Conway and Shank are already part of the project and have agreed to “wear both hats” 

and represent IAASE as well if no one else volunteers. 

 
 

VII. President Elect’s Report                                                                                                                      Frost 

 

A. Fall Workshop Report 
Frost reported that Anne Weerda will be presenting the pre-conference administrator academy entitled 

“Rigorous Growth Goals and Data Analysis. There have already been 116 registered, so Frost 

encouraged people to sign up as soon as possible if they are interested in attending.  

 

B.  Fall Conference Report 
Frost reported that a lot of work has gone into the fall conference to secure good keynote speakers. There 

was a survey to help determine workshop room assignments. Greg Smith will be a keynote speaker as 

well as Eddie Slowikowski. Fall conference registration is a little low at this point.  

 
    

VIII. Past President’s Report                                                                                          Taylor/O’Neil 

 

A. Call for Nominations for Vuillemot Award and Ott Scholarship 

Taylor asked that people remember to submit names for the Vuillemot award and Ott Scholarship – 

please submit nominations to Gineen O’Neil as soon as possible as she currently has no nominees. 

  
           

 

 IX. Illinois State Board of Education Report                                                Andel 

 

Andel reported on a variety of topics and the detailed talking points are available on the IAASE website at 

http://members.iaase.org/Documents/Ctrl_Hyperlink/IAASE_08-15_Talking_Points_uid852015948071.pdf. 

Topics that he highlighted included state special education determination focused monitoring for LEAs and CPS, 

the LRE data cohort, Indicator 13, district special education profiles, MTSS (Multi-Tiered System of Support), 

PARCC, DLM, school nurse and health related issues. 

 

X. Member-At-Large-Report                                                           Conway 

 

Conway reported that region reps met prior to the board meeting. Most regions were represented at the meeting 

and had a good discussion. There was a discussion about the roles and responsibilities of the region reps. There 

was also talk about strategic planning.  

 
   

XI. Region Reports 

 

A. Region Three                                                                      Michaud/Ashby 
Ashby reported that her region is starting to look at topics to be covered this year and the particular needs 

of the region. 

 

B. Region Five                                                               Root/Patrick 
Root reported that they have included their roundtable discussion topic for October in the packet, as well 

as future roundtable dates.  

 
 

XII.       Committee Reports  

A. Assessment Committee                       Olsen 
Taylor reported that Olsen asked to share some information. He encouraged members to attend sessions 8 

(PARCC) and 14 (DLM) for all the assessment updates. There are many DLM and PARCC updates that 

impact our students.  The other dialogue that is thriving from the Assessment Review Task Force is about 

balancing assessment at all levels and how the state is really supporting districts to make local assessment 

http://members.iaase.org/Documents/Ctrl_Hyperlink/IAASE_08-15_Talking_Points_uid852015948071.pdf
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decisions that are more equitable and balanced.  Dr. Zaleski (Session 20) will address this. There is a 

survey developed, by the Task Force, that will be sent around to a random sample of superintendents asking 

them about their experience with mandated and local assessments.  The purpose of this is to inform our 

legislators about the concerns they are hearing regarding assessment. Until ESEA gets settled we are all in 

a holding pattern about other assessment hot-topics. 

 

There are three sessions set up for the fall conference on assessment. There will be a session on DLM, 

PARCC, and a district presenting on how they have approached balancing their assessment process while 

meeting all the mandates to assess. 

 

B. Federal Committee                        Gunnell/Rubenstein 

Rubenstein reported that CASE has updated recommendations for ESEA legislation. Those 

recommendations are included in a CASE document on the IAASE website. This information might be 

helpful when meeting with superintendents. Rubenstein mentioned that House and Senate versions of 

ESEA had significant differences and that each might impact special education students in different 

ways. For instance, each version had different views on what standards would be used to assess special 

education students. Rubenstein reported that the House version of the bill includes the concept of Title I 

portability, where federal money would follow the student to a private school. Concern expressed that, if 

passed, this could impact the reauthorization of IDEA in a similar manner. Committee will be formed, 

hopefully soon, that will look at both versions and put together something that both houses can agree on. 

Even so, the President has promised to veto the bill if there are certain things missing. Ultimately it will 

not be passed for a couple of months or more at the earliest. 

 

Most likely there will not be any movement on IDEA reauthorization until 2017 or beyond. 

 

C. Legislative Committee                                Thomas/Hackett/Bellini 

Thomas reported that things have been slow in Springfield lately due to struggles between the new 

governor and the speaker of the House. There is a chance that the current legislative session will continue 

with little being accomplished. Legislation related to funding, in particular, is currently on hold. There is 

currently legislation related to a property tax freeze which also includes discontinuing the Chicago block 

grant and a shift in the Chicago pensions. Hackett reported that the work done with our new lobbyist thus 

far has been excellent and very beneficial for our organization. She reported that Bellini has been very 

active in keeping the IAASE voice heard by the legislators.  

 

D. Planning and Evaluation Committee                    Volpe/Hogan 
Volpe reported that the committee is working on updates to the strategic plan. A number of people have 

provided the committee with information for updating. She reminded committee chairs and region reps to 

review the plan on the IAASE website and provide their updated information to her as soon as possible. 

Volpe would like to have all of the updates in to her by mid-September at the latest.  
 

 

 

XIII. Ad Hoc Committee Reports 

A. Teacher and Principal Evaluation/Growth Models                                         Shank/Conway/Lenoff  
Shank reported on the Personnel Cert and Licensure Committee as well as the Teacher and Principal 

Evaluation/Growth Models Committee. HB 2657 included changes to licensure. One change was related 

to basic skills tests for out-of-state teacher candidates. Now, as long as they go through their state-

approved teacher program and pass their state basic skills test, it will be honored by Illinois. Also, the 

Illinois basic skills test will be valid indefinitely, so it will never have to be passed more than once. In a 

similar vein, people who have passed principal and superintendent endorsements in other states will just 

be subject to transcript reviews in Illinois. Shank also reported that there was no longer a 60 day deadline 

for posting professional development hours.  

 

Lenoff reminded the group that PEL renewals must be taken care of by the end of August. Otherwise, by 

September 1
st
 they will not be allowed to provide services and will be given a $500 fine or need to take 9 

semester hours of coursework. Employees, and particularly new hires, should be checked for up to date 

credentials.  

 

Conway reported on the latest PEAC information. She began by mentioning the latest (mid-May, 2015) 

ISBE guidance document on PERA and SB7. Conway advised the board to be familiar with the 

documents contents.  
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XIV. Liaison Reports 

 

A. Due Process Screening Committee                              Padavic 

Padavic reported that the committee is scheduled to meet in August. Three hearing officers have retired 

recently, and there are currently eight active officers. This group will have a large number of cases to 

cover. 

 

B. IL Special Education Leadership Academy                  Flores 

Flores reported that current ISELA focus will be on new administrators – professional development and 

mentoring. This could refer to any new administrators and not just State Approved Directors. Mentoring 

is an important component and they are looking for names of mentors and for names of those who need 

mentoring. SELA will continue to co-sponsor the pre-conference administrator academies. 

  

C. SEA-PAC                              Michaud 

Michaud reported that SEA-PAC is starting their new year. A table will be set up at the Directors’ 

Conference, and at the fall IAASE conference, to allow people to renew their memberships.  

 
            

XV. Legal Updates          

A. Legal Update                                            Rodick 
Rodick reported on the legal updates. He highlighted efforts to reauthorize IDEA. He mentioned updated 

information from the DOJ on service animals. There have been at least four lawsuits in Illinois related to 

service animals. He stated that all could have been avoided if districts had been more careful. Rodick also 

discussed laws related to access of disabled students to activities and recent changes to the Fair Labor 

Standards Act.  He also highlighted cases involving mandated reporting and threats that were conducted 

by students on social media.  

 
               

XVI. Unfinished Business 
There was no unfinished business brought forward. 

 

XVII. Closed Session to Discuss Personnel Matters 
A motion was made by Hackett to go into closed session at 1:36 pm. It was seconded by Frost. 

Hackett made a motion to come out of closed, and it was seconded by Michaud at 2:12 pm. 

 

Action Item – Motion made by Kendrick to approve raising  Bellini’s salary to $75,000, seconded by DeGruy. 

                                      
 

XVIII. New Business 

There was no new business. 

 
                                               

XIX. Announcements 

None. 
  

XX. Adjournment 
Frost made the motion to adjourn the meeting, with Michaud providing a second. The meeting was adjourned at 

2:14 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NEXT IAASE BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, September 30, 2015 

Tinley Park Conference Center 

Tinley Park, IL 

10:00 AM – 2:30 PM 
 


