
Illinois Alliance of Administrators of Special Education 

BOARD MEETING and ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
Wednesday, August 7, 2013 • 10:00 A.M. 

Crowne Plaza Springfield 

3000 South Dirksen Parkway – Springfield, Illinois 

 
I.  Call to Order/Roll Call                               O’Neil/Rodriguez 

The meeting was called to order at 10:02 am.  Present: 

Brosseau Carrescia Chambers Clodi  Conway  deGruy 

Denman  Edwards            Flores  Frost  Hackett  Hamilton, C. 

Hamilton, S. Hoffman Hogan  Johnson  Kovacevich Masear 

Michaud  Nelson  O’Neil  Patrick  Penrod  Reuter 

Rodriguez          Root  Schrader  Scroggs  Shank  Shutter 

Szekely         Taylor                Thoman  Weger  Wernsing Wertheim 

Rodick                  Gerrish  
 

 Attending remotely via Go-To-Meeting: 
 Brim  Schultz   

  

II.  Adoption of Agenda             O’Neil 

One change to the agenda under “Liaison Reports” is a report from Johnson, Liaison to Illinois Supervisors of 

Hearing Impaired.   Shank moved and Hackett seconded a motion to accept the agenda as amended.  Motion 

carried. 
 

III.  Welcome and Introduction of Visitors           O’Neil 

O’Neil welcomed the visitors who introduced themselves.  Present: 

Acord, Jennifer  Bartlet, Kristin  Brown, Tracy  Byars, Kim 

Carwell, Ken  Child, Peggy  Clark, Cassie  Condon, Robert 

Eichhorn, Barb  Elliott, Kristin  Frankiewicz, Laura Garver, Gwen 

Gehring, Sue  Girten, Monica  Gwinup, George  Harris, Barb 

Hicks, Egan  Hopper, Christy  Humphrey, Ellen  Jacobs, Josiane 

Jordan, Bonnie  Keller, Art  Kemp, DiAnna  Lindsey, Nixon 

Massey, Kathy  McCluskey, Diana McDonald, Kim  McGuffin, Mindy 

Moore, Barb  Nelson, Cathy  Nichols, LaVonda Pennell, Chris 

Price, Kathy  Quain, Debi  Reeley, Tony  Rodenberg, Sandra 

Rushton, Judy  Smith, Maria  Tomasiewicz, Kathy Trone, Melanie 

Wilhoit, Kathy  Wujek, Betsy 
 

 Attending remotely via Go-To-Meeting: 
 Chapman, Mary Jane Hendrick, Tarin 
 
IV.  Approval of Minutes for June 5, 2013                                Rodriguez 

A. Executive Board Meeting 

The minutes from the June 5, 2013 executive board meeting were approved.  So moved by Masear and 

seconded by Shank. 

B. Closed Session Minutes 

Closed session minutes from the June 5, 2013 meeting were approved.  So moved by Carrescia and 

seconded by Taylor. 
 

V.  Treasurer’s Report                           Daugherty 

A. May and June Financial Reports:  Daugherty was unable to attend today’s meeting.  Financial reports 

are included in the board packet.  The reports show that IAASE continues to maintain a healthy sweep 

account.  A motion to approve the financial reports as presented was made by Kovacevich, seconded by 

Flores.  Motion carried. 

B. Proposed Budget FY2014:  The proposed budget for FY2014 was on the June 5, 2013 agenda and was 

reviewed at that time. The board was unable to vote to adopt the budget at the June meeting due to low 

attendance. The proposed budget with revisions is included in the board packet for today’s meeting.  The 

only revision since the June meeting is the changes to the Gerrish contract which were agreed to at the 

June meeting. 

C. Adoption of 2013-14 Budget:  A motion to adopt the FY2014 budget as presented with revisions was 

made by Shank and seconded by Chambers.  The motion carried. 



 

VI.  President’s Report           O’Neil  
A. IAASE Membership:  O’Neil welcomed the recently elected board members.  Congratulations were 

offered to Cindy Penrod who was recently married.  Membership is up compared to last year at this time.  

Currently there are 539 registered members, up 77 members from last year at this time. 

B.  CASE Patron: IAASE has been a platinum level patron ($5,000 contribution) of CASE.  This is the 

highest level and it comes with benefits to our organization.  O’Neil recommended that we continue as a 

platinum level patron of the CASE organization.  A motion to continue as a platinum level patron to 

CASE was made by Shank and seconded by Taylor.  Motion carried. 

C.  ILERT Letter Supporting ESEA Waiver:  ILERT sent a letter to Arne Duncan, U.S. Secretary of 

Education, to support the Illinois request for an ESEA waiver.  A copy of the letter is included in the 

board packet.  At this time, the request for a waiver has not been approved. 

D. Strategic Planning – October 18, 2013:  IAASE has met many of the goals set in our strategic plan.  It 

is now time to re-visit the plan and up-date goals.  Elliott Lenoff will be facilitating and O’Neil is asking 

for board support in this activity.  Those interested should contact O’Neil or Gerrish.  An e-mail 

requesting participation will be sent with more information on the location. 

E. ISBE Family Engagement Symposium - Masear:  Masear presented to the board on her participation in 

this symposium.  A variety of school organizations participated.  A draft framework for family 

engagement is being developed.  The purpose of this symposium was to review a draft, discuss and make 

suggestions based on the principles for family engagement which are 1) to Develop a Family Engagement 

System, 2) to Build a Welcoming and Supportive Environment, 3) Enhance Communication, and 4) 

Include Parents in Decision Making. 

 

 O’Neil informed the Board that the first Legislative meeting will be September 12
th

.  Please contact Tim 

Thomas if you want to participate. 

 

VII.  President Elect’s Report                          Taylor  
A. Pre-conference Report:  The fall pre-conference administrator academy is Identification and Provision 

of Services to the Special Education Student.  Currently there are 50 people signed up for the academy. 

B. Conference Report:  At this time there are 256 registered for the fall conference.  On Thursday the 

Keynote speaker will be Dr. Perry A. Zirkel who will speak on issues in Special Education law.  On 

Friday, Dr. Ruby Payne will speak on her Framework for Understanding Poverty.  Dr. Payne will be 

replacing Rita Pearson due to her unfortunate passing.  Dr. Payne has been asked to include discussion of 

the issues of race and over-identification in special education as this was to be the topic reviewed by Ms. 

Pearson.  Taylor informed the board that there were many proposals for breakout sessions which should 

make for an interesting conference. 

C. CASE Legislative Leadership Conference:  Taylor along with Gunnell participated in this event.  They 

had the opportunity to meet with many legislators and were able to carry the message of support for the 

ESEA waiver and re-authorization.  There was discussion on HR5 which is a bill proposing that much of 

the authority be returned to states.  This is not supported by most schools.  They also found that most 

legislators are prolific users of Twitter.  IAASE may want to consider establishing a Twitter account to 

stay connected. 

 

VIII.  Past President’s Report                      Gunnell  

Fall Conference Awards:  Vuillemot and Ott:  Gunnell hopes to be here later in the meeting and will report at 

that time.  Putlak reported that he does have ballots which will have to be put out at the social hour tomorrow.  

O’Neil said they can also be posted to the web site. 

 

IX.  Illinois State Board of Education Report                    Hanselman/Andel/Imler/Schertz 

A detailed ISBE report has been posted to the IAASE web site as part of the board packet.  Imler: The FY14 Flow 

Through amounts have been posted and all that were approved are now in FRIS which should allow districts to 

complete expenditure reports for reimbursement.  Any expenditure reports submitted through midnight on 

Tuesday will be vouchered on Wednesday, unless Wednesday is a holiday.  They are still working on carry-over 

which should be reviewed by the end of this week.  The 2012 child count is almost complete.  The 2010-11 to 

2011-12 count showed a significant reduction but the 2011-12 to 2012-13 will not be as significant.  Until this file 

is closed, they cannot produce final funding numbers for FY14.  They are hoping to complete this around Labor 

Day.  Board members were encouraged to make sure they were each on the Directors List Serve as this is the 

primary means of contact from Imler’s office on topics of finance.  Imler acknowledged that the new timelines for 

proportionate share did not progress as smoothly as hoped.  These issues are being addressed.  August 15 is the 

mandatory due date for items such as transportation and personnel.  Districts must submit their claims even if they 



are not sure of the accuracy because there is no allotment for extensions.  There is a process for correction of 

submitted claims which can be completed in October/November.  There has been a modest increase in budget.  

Excess costs can be submitted, but Imler feels funds may not be available and we may exhaust room and board 

claims for 2013-14.  All monthly room and board claims for 2012-13, including June and July, must be submitted 

by September 1
st
.  There continues to be a problem with districts and co-ops that pay for services without having a 

signed contract for approval rates for nonpublic facilities.  The process must be followed and the correct facility 

code (regular vs. intensive) must be on the approval file.  Exceptions are being denied once the file is closed.  

Please contact Tim Imler with any and all questions by e-mail.  Andel:  There was discussion about ESY as a data 

point in SIS.  Currently it is not and Andel commented that the state is reluctant to collect data on something that is 

not required to be collected.  O’Neil said it was mostly a concern for summer credit recovery at the high school 

level.  District special education profiles are currently available for superintendent review and will then be made 

available for public view.  LRE Data Cohort districts are being selected for cohort IV.  Up to 15 districts will be 

accepted.  Indicator 13 audits will begin soon.  Letters to selected districts have been sent.  The state hopes to 

release the web-based IEP program by the end of this month.  ESEA waiver has not been approved yet and no 

decision is expected yet this year.  The 5 Essential Survey is being reviewed for integrity.  The plan is to re-score 

the results and send the scores to districts.  Some adjustments have been made to PARCC with field testing to 

occur this fall.  DLM will be selecting participants in the pilot by September 9.  The pilot testing window is from 

Oct. 19 – Nov. 22, 2013.  Participants must be in grades 3-4, 7-8, or 10-11. Eligible students must be participating 

in alternative assessments and be taking assessments in the 2013-14 school year. Hearing Impaired and Visually 

Impaired (who cannot benefit from magnification) will not be eligible to participate.  Each student will participate 

in 3 Language Arts and 3 Math assessments.  The total assessment time is estimated at 90 minutes or less.  The 

assessments can be done all in one day or spread out over days within the testing window.  Administrators will 

have the option of entering responses on behalf of a student.  The Special Education Division of ISBE is working 

on a guidance document for aligning to Common Core Standards.  Districts are reminded that STEP programming 

should not impact a student’s LRE and EE codes.  Weger asked if there was any comment regarding the board’s 

recommendation on 70/30.  Andel replied that recommendations should be presented later in August.  Shank asked 

if more information could be shared on the state growth model.  This will be looked in to.  Shank also asked about 

PARRC and accommodations.  Deficiencies in PARRC accommodations are being reviewed by the state.  O’Neil 

commented that more conversations with Sue Walters regarding STEP and EE codes may be helpful.  Also, follow 

up to new principal requirements is still in process as the committee has not yet met. 

 

 

X.  Member-At-Large Report                                 Conway  

Conway reported that she had a great meeting with the Region Reps prior to this board meeting.  They came up 

with some ideas to better share information which will be shared with the president.  Since things are not moving 

very quickly at the state level, they would like to find a way for districts and co-ops to share the work they have 

done on evaluations.  They also discussed how to better use the web site to share information from the regions.  

Everyone was asked to encourage continuous membership and become familiar with who your current region reps 

are.  Region reps will meet prior to the board meetings at conferences. 
 

XI.  Region Reports  
 There were no region reports at today’s board meeting. 
 

XII.  Committee Reports  

A.  Federal Committee                        Hackett/Chambers 

Chambers reported that the FY14 appropriation numbers are out.  She reminded members that Legislators 

are currently on break so this is a great time to meet with them in their local offices.  She was asked to 

participate with Democrats in a review of the ESEA reauthorization.  Unfortunately, the meeting was 

postponed.  Chambers stated that she is glad they are inviting the voice of special education to the table 

and she will report if the meeting occurs.  CEC is revamping membership categories and options to allow 

choice of benefits.  She expects the changes will go to the CEC board for a vote in October and will be 

enacted next year.  The organization is looking for a new Executive Director and does have a candidate in 

mind.  If anyone is interested in presenting in Philadelphia, please let Chambers know as proposals are 

being reviewed now.  The first week of October, CEC will be choosing committee members and chairs so 

anyone interested should contact Chambers.  There will be more details available at the September board 

meeting.  Hackett said that they have been working on the issue of class size and presented to the state 

board.  Their research shows that Illinois has been more restrictive than other states.  Shank asked if CEC 

financial issues will impact the divisions.  Chambers stated that there have been issues due to reduction in 

membership and budget deficit concerns.  However, she doe not see an impact on divisions because CEC 

does maintain reserve funds.  CEC has contracted with a firm to do a management study for guidance to 

improve processes and create better efficiency.  It has meant eliminating some staff positions.  The 



reserves are at over 2.5 million and it is important that this fund be maintained.  Chambers is hoping the 

new membership categories will help, especially to increase membership with teachers and college 

students transitioning into teaching.  O’Neil informed the board that IAASE is the largest organization 

represented in CASE. 

 B. Newsletter and Publication Committee               Denman/Johnson 

Denman posed a question to the board that has been discussed previously.  Since we now have two 

conferences rather than three, she asked if there should continue to be three newsletters.  Should the 

committee look at only two newsletters per year or should we stay at three and change the format of one 

of the newsletters?  Taylor recommended the committee begin with a “Back to School” newsletter to 

preview what’s coming up and then have a newsletter after each conference.  O’Neil agreed that a “Back 

to School” issue would be a good idea with the understanding that it could be somewhat shorter than the 

other two.  O’Neil encouraged members to submit articles to the committee for entry into the newsletters. 

 C. Technology and Website Committee        Clodi/Shutter 

The IAASE Facebook page is up and running.  There have been some problems getting pictures to format 

so they continue to work on that issue.  It is an open page and not tied to friend requests.  The committee 

discussed the function of the Facebook page and determined that it should be a more interactive exchange 

of information.  They are working on a disclaimer notice and will maintain the ability to remove 

inappropriate comments or posts.  We do need to be careful as this is a public site.  Currently only O’Neil 

and Clodi can post to the site but anyone can comment on a post.  The committee will report to the board 

in September on how things are going with the site.  They did discuss implementing the “friending” 

process to have tighter controls on the site, but feared it would hurt the interactive function of the site.  

CEC and many school districts operate Facebook pages in similar ways and it seems to be effective.  The 

committee did discuss a Twitter account but it was decided to focus on the Facebook project first and 

then explore Twitter. 
 

XIII.  Ad Hoc Committee Reports  

Teacher and Principal Evaluation/Growth Models                                            Shank/Conway/Lenoff  

Conway reported that Vicky Phillips would be presenting at tomorrow’s Directors Conference.  The Growth 

Model is still moving slowly in the state.  She feels it will be shaped as legal claims come up and impact change.  

Members are encouraged to stay informed. 

 

XIV.  Liaison Reports  

A.  Illinois Affiliation of Special Education Centers                   Szekely 

The nonpublic conference is coming up in November.  The IASEC is working on several projects and 

continues to participate in Congressional briefings in Washington.  Szekely is also attending ISBE 

meetings on the Common Core.  O’Neil encouraged members to attend the nonpublic conference as she 

has found it to be very beneficial. 

B.  Illinois Special Education Leadership Academy        Flores/Hackett 

Flores reported that the committee met this morning to discuss the focus for the year.  There are three 

academies currently in the process for approval.  One is on supporting students who are medically fragile, 

one on avoiding due process, and one which would be a “part 2” on advancing the evaluation of special 

education staff.  The group is looking for better PR with member districts. 

 C. Illinois Supervisors of Hearing Impaired                 Johnson 

At the April board meeting, Johnson discussed concerns that students who were deaf and qualified to take 

ACCESS testing were not being allowed to use a sign language interpreter.  After several attempts to 

express her concerns at the state board level, she did finally receive a response.  Unfortunately, while the 

state is sympathetic, Federal law dictates that they cannot exempt any child from testing and there is no 

provision to allow for interpreting.  Administrators may turn in sections of the test blank as attempted but 

child was unable to respond.  It seems counterproductive as ACCESS scores determine ELL status and 

there is no way to indicate that the child did not respond because he or she is deaf.  O’Neil stated that we 

may want to consider at the next meeting drafting a letter on this topic.  Members should look for 

information from L.Lenoff on the new scores required for sign language interpreters. 

 

XV.  Legal Updates                          Rodick 
A full report is included in the board packet.  Rodick noted two pieces of legislation.  One is due process 

legislation which is on the governor’s desk.  It outlines more formal regulations, provides for complaints, and 

enforces stay of placement with mediation requests.  The second is tucked into the concealed carry law.  It is a 

reporting requirement for the administrators of private or public schools in that any student who has demonstrated 

a clear threat to self or others is to be identified to local police within 24 hours of the administrative determination.  

It includes protection against suit.  Rodick is working with NSBEA on an official position on the reauthorization 

of IDEA.  Marion Freeman is a lawyer on the committee who has posted her position on this process.  It could stir 



up a storm of controversy especially in the advocacy community.  The Federal District Court opinion on 

Evanston/Skokie vs. Risen is a great teaching case.  The court affirmed the decision of the hearing officer which 

said that the district had violated FAPE & LRE due to a district policy of placing all students in inclusive 

environments.  The hearing officer said that such a policy violates the special education continuum of services and 

placements and takes LRE too far.  There have been some amendments to the Illinois School Records Act.  Every 

school is required to have a records custodian and it is important that the designee be up to date on these 

amendments.  Looking at the impact of the new healthcare act on staff benefits has been difficult.  Rodick 

encouraged districts and co-ops to take the time to assess the impact of these new requirements.  Some unanswered 

questions regarding DOMA – What is the impact on a couple married in a state that permits same sex marriage 

who then moves to a state like Illinois where it is not recognized? 
 

XVI.  Unfinished Business 

There was no unfinished business. 
  

XVII.  New Business  
There was no new business. 

 

XVIII.  Announcements  

Putlak informed the board that two documents have been sent to Gerrish for posting.  One gives details about the 

Employment First bill and the other is a flow chart that shows when DHS becomes involved.  Illinois is 

developing a unit known as Association for Persons in Employment First.  They are looking for nominations of 

members for this unit. 
 

XIX. Adjournment 

Hackett made the motion to adjourn with Masear seconding.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:10 PM 

 

 

NEXT IAASE BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, September 25, 2013 

Holiday Inn Conference Center 

Tinley Park, IL 

10:00 AM – 2:30 PM 

 


